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The Author to the Chriſtian Reader, 


or F the Durſtion Jropeſes be reſolved Negatively by the 
Af Scriptures, 4nd prattiſed: contrarily by many Profeſ- 
ſors, doth net the Lord ſeck, for a man to make up the 
heage for preſerving the diftintt bounds of his honoura- 
bleOrainance ? T hecandle of this Negative reſulution 
Ps & Was long ſince lighted to give light to (ome of Gods howſ= 
hold, that had removed the bounds ; but- pxt under a buſhel in expeFta- 
tion of ſome greater Lamp that might give tight to all in the houſe of (God 
for a more full illumination. But not finding that to appear ( as he hoped) 
in all the Orthodox Treatiſes concerning Marriage, he ſtayed ſo long upon 
Moſes h:s pretences, Who'am1 ? andI am not eloquent, ec. aud Send 
I pray thee by the hand of kim whom thou'wilt ſend, 7;/l the anger of 
the Lord made this poor canale like fire ſput up in his bones, and now con- 
ſtraineth him to ſet it on a candleſtick,, leſt if he tarry longer, miſchief 
come upon ſome of Geas Family, and vn himſelf too for not giving 
Warning. - :, 

And therefore I moſt humbly beſeech all the honſhold of Jud ( Whom 
it may concern ) eſpecially thoſe that ſeem to be Pillars in his Houſe ; 
that as they reade they Will ſo conſider and try, that if inſtead of gold, fit- 
ver, precious ſtones, there be built any Wood, hay, ſtubble on - Foun- 
dation of the Prophets and Apoſtles by me alleadged, that by the ſpyrit 
of judgement and of burning they Will afford their helping hand to burn 
it ſo, that Whatſcever liſſe I may ſuffer, may turn to the gain of Gods 
people. But if the Work, abide trial, that then they Will vouchſafe to give 
unto me the right hand of fellowhhip, that none of Gods Houſe be earfied 


urdranv4ns), to perdition ( as the Apeſtle ſpeaks in anther caſe) by the different 


{udgement or Prattice of any in reputation for Knowledge or con- 
feience : 


So prayeth thi:.leaſt of Gods Servants® 
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AQu us r 10x deeply concerning Married 
luch as intend to Marry, propounded, and re 
cording to the Scriptures, 


parivns, and 
olved ac- 


Whether #ny Woman ( Widow or Maid) intendivg to Marry, may before her Marriage reſerve 
any of ber Goods in her own power ts be difþoſcd by her after ſhe ſball be Married without her 
Hwubauds direfion or conſent ? 


The reſolution is Negative for the Reaſons following. 


His removeth the meerſtones of Gods Ordinance, who hath * ſer* Eph.5.23,24, 

the Husband to be the head of the Wife as Chriſt is the head of the Þ Deur. 27.17. 

\: Church, and the Wives to be ſubjce& in every thing totheir own © Mal. 1.8,14. | 

> Husbands as the Church is unto Chriſt. And if ir be a curſed a& * Ges 14.22, 

P to remoye ® our neighbours Landmark, how much more © curſed ( by © Gen. 49.6. 
ved deſert) is that deceiver who will offer this tothe Lord of Hoſts, the * Rom.2.13. 

* moſt high God, the poſſeſſor of Heaven and earth, whoſe Name is dreadfull among 5 : Cor.11.8, | 

the heathen ? Therefore in deteſtation of all ſuch preſumprions every vertuous woman * ver.g. 

ſhould ſay with * Facob, My ſoul enter not into ſuch ſecrets,for they are curſed, i Rom-7.22, 
2» As the Wife even in the ſtare of innocency owed ſubjeRion to her Husband, be- * 1 Joh. 5.3. 

-auſe f Adam was firſt formed, then Eve; and 8 the man is not of thewoman, bur the ' 1 Tim, 2. :1, 

yoman of the man 3 neither was the * man created for the woman, but the woman for &c..; 

:he man : ſo after the fall, this ſubjeQion,which before fin entred was i delightfull and ® Gen. 3.16. 

« not grievous, was then impoſed as a ! penalty of her tranſgreflion,” curbing and keep- ® Jer. 27.8. 

ing under her defires. Now if it were a matter of * death not ro ſubgtit-the neck to ® Jer.28.1z. 

Nebuchadnexzars yoke when the Lord impoſed ir, and he that would rebell-like break ? Iſa. 9.9. 

that yoke,ſhould ® make to himſelf yokes of iron inſtead of yokes of wood : ſhall any 1 Jer.s. 3. 

woman ? in the pride and ſtoutneſle of her heart {lip her neck out of Gods yoke, 1 and * Iſa.9.10. 

refuſe to receiye correion z thinking to reverſe the Lords decree, like thoſe rebels of © Jer. 28.1 5,16 

old,who* ſaid The bricks are fallen down,but we will build with hewen ſtones ? What * Jer. 5.31. / 

though © Hananiah and other Prophets taught rebellion againſt the Lord, and the * peo=" ver«23,29. \\ 

ple loved ro have it ſ0zwas not the Lords (oul » avenged on ſuchrebels,and the * puniſh. * Eze.14, 10., 

ment of the Prophet even as the puniſhment of rh ole that ſought unto him ? And doth * Jer. 5.22. 

not the Lord call in the * waves of the ſea to teſtifie againſt all ſuch (o:tiſhrebellion ? * Job 37-33. 
Wherefoce ſeeing the Lord is * ſo excellent in power and judgement, that none ? hath ? Job 9.4, 

been fierce againſt him and hath proſpered : and ſecing he is (o* jealous of the glory of * Exod209. 

his holinefle and juſtice, that he hath not * pardoned the faults of his own faithtull ſer- * 2 Sam. 1 2. 9, 


vants without heavy judgements,as fines (et on their heads to the ® terror of the ungodly: 
ſhould not all Wives beware that © they chooſe not iniquity rather then aMi&ion, and 
4 remove the bound like the Princes of Fudah, leaſt God pour out his wrath like water, 
and make to them yokes of iron inſtead of yokes of wood ? | 


10,11,12,13, 
14.Num. 20, 
12, Deur.3. 
23,&c.1Sam. 


The religious Wife therefore for her own ſafety as well as for Gods Honour, muſt 3.11,12,13. 

* ſubmit her ſelf ro her own Husband,and be ſubje& to him in every thing3bearing this ® Jer.55.28,29 
yoke of the Lord not only patiently without grudging becaaſe ir is f her own puniſh- 1 Per. 4.17. | 
ment,that is,of her own ® procuring 3 but willingly without ſhrinking from it, Lond © Job36.21, | 
ir is the ® Lords judgement and a cognizance of hig holineſle and juſtjce, and the inha- * Hol.5.10, | 
bitants of the world ſhall learn rightcouſneſle by-its *Eph.5.22,24, 

r, 2.17. "PI 
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1 | (2) 
iRom.8.28, * 23, As Godi makes all things work together for good to thoſe that love him, ſo this 
k Mat.11 30. yoke of ſubjeQien, is'by'Clhiiſt made *% an calie yoke to the beleeving Wife, and no 
I 1 Pet.3-7- ſee profitable rlien comfortable. For ſhe being the?! weaker veſſel, and conſequently ea- 
m2 Tim.3-6. fier to bedeceived in judgement and perverted in affcRion ( as ® filly women led with 
« Prov.2.-17. givers luſts are ſoon led captives) therefore hath God ſer her Husband over tice as her 
» Eph.5-23- n= guide and s head ; nor only by ? reaching and informing her judgement, but by 4 ru- 
? 1 Cor.14.35- ling to maſter her affeRions: that he may thus be the inſtrumental ſaviour of his wife, 
q Gen.3-16. agrChriſt is the eificicnt Saviour of bisChurch. Now whenGod doth thus in £ wrath re » 
r Eph.5-23. member mercy,and * offcreth ſuch gracero the humbleWitezthat in® taking his yoke-uf 
C þ3-2- on her ſhe ſhall finde reſt to her loul, and that jn her ſubjeRion ſhall be her preſervation: 
tJam-4.15-" will ye* ſoreward theLord O ye fooliſh women and unwiſe,as with that frowardgenera« 
v Mat.11.29, tjon to * ſay no,we will not hcar it,and 'altogethcr break the yoke ang burit the bonds? 
* Deut-32.6. Hearken O ye Wives and hear my ſpeech I pray you : Is not_this a miſcrable® foo- 
x 1(3.39-16. liſhneſſe,yea a deſperate tubbornelle, not to know the way of the Lord and the judge- 
y Tſa-28.12. ment of your God, bur to fling off the plaiſtzr whereby God wouid © heal your back- 


+ <acb-34 fliding ? For what (aich the Ser4Prure ?. 4 »Adam was no: deceived, bur the woman be- 
"WW fot ing deceived was in the tranſg'cflion, What was not Adam deceived at all ? yea,as ap- 
'bler.18.12, peare:h ficit, in that both their eyes are © (aid ro be opened, afcer they had-caten 3 and 
© Jer-3-22, ſecondly ia Gods ironical! upbraiding him,ſaying,t T he man is become as one ef us to 


©1 Tim-2.14. know good and evil : both which ſayings have relation to the devils ſophiſtical) pro= 
© Gen.37. milſc3 {ct down before, wherein he infinuated as if he had been a ſecret fricnd of theirs, 
f Gen.3-22. and wiſhed them more 200d rhen God himſelf, So that Adam was not primarily decci- 
© ver-4,5. v2d,but the wo.nan bcing firlt deceived, became the devils Pro or, Þ and picvailed wi:h 
"yer.6, Adam to be ia the ſame tranſgreſſion with het. For the devil as a cunning Pyrare, in- 
i'r Tim-6. rending toi drown them both in perdition, (for which cauſe Chriſt ſaith k he was a ly - 
+ Tobn 8. er and a murderer from the beginning ). began firlt ro boar the weaker veſſel, and 
1 Gn 3-1,2,3. drawing her io a parlcy, and ſhe preſuming without her Husband to bold rattle with 
myer.6. \T theſubcill Serpent,was ſoon ſeduced, and ſhe ! eating ® gave ailo to her husband 3 +pre- 


* YEr.17. ſuning to ſchool him and topreicribe what he-was to do, and {o he did eat, by -heatk- 
* Deu:.32 29. ning to the voice of his wife,as God ® charged him in his arraignment, 
'2 Cor. g.6. O char Womea were? wilezthat they underſtood this, that God ( who? commanded 
| Ila. 5 3. the liz to ſhine out of darknefle, and 1 healerh us by his Sons ſtripes, and by deliver- 
Rom-b. ing him to *death,and © fhame, * brings us to life and ® glory ) hath'been pleaſed to cure 
'N:b.rs. the * prarling infi-mity of wamen, by * commanding that whole ſex ro perpernall fil- 
"2 Cor.g.15. ence in the Churches 3 her preſump:ion in taking on her to reach ? an uſurp anthority 
” Heb. 2. over the mn, by requiring the womanto learn in lilence with all ſubjeRtion. And bee» 


2Tim.5.13. cauſe Evo bing a wite aggravate.! that ber pceſump:iow againſt her own hasband(who 
\f 1 Cor.14 34.* hcarkaed ro her voice,znd ſhe® gave him and he did eat ) therefore for the cure of her 
wW 1 Tim.2 11, and every elc& wite ® fubj. & ro the like corruption, Gad charge: h them that they nor 
12, only © ask their own huzbands at hame ( that they learn of them, bcing men of 4 knows 
+ Gen %17, ledge, above all others in privare ) bu: that their * defires ſhall be ro their husbands, 
_ CoD and they thall rule over them 3 ſo that they muſt * ſubmic themſelves ro theic own huſe 
bands as to the Lord, an4 be 8 ſubje rothem in every thing as the Church is unto 
* 1 Cor.14.34. Chriſt And therefore the Apoſt]: after he had largely diſcourſed of both their duties, 
#7 Per, ſum warily concludes al in this (aying, > Ler every husband love his wife as himſelt,and 
* G:n-3 16. je: the wiſei fear her hurband 3 * fear T ſay wodiipleaſe him in any thing wherein God 
E>1.5.22.. is nor diſpleaſed,thoughit never ſo much croflc. her deG-es 3 how elſe can ſhebe.ſubje& 

* VEL .24» in every thing as God rcquireth ? 

' FCC-33+. i 4 482/01 742+. 3 Pete2.2. 
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Thus $ar4b * obeyed Abraham and callcd him Lord, acknowledging in werd and x Per. 3:6. 
deed her husband to be her governour, and therein is commenged as the | mother ot all Gen. 18.12 
deleeving wives. And whatſoever wife is * born of Ged to be a daughter of Sarab, and! x Per.3.8. 
to walk uprightly, ſhe will finde and fee! theſe words 3nd commandememts of the Lord = Jgþ, x, 13s 
to be ® good, and not ® grievcus : and with ſutkmiſhon and obedicnce ſhe will rake them » Micah 6.7. 
upon her, as a? eafie yoke and a lizht burden, becauſe ſhe thus 4 cominving in faith, » 1John 5.34 
and charity, and holinefſe with ſcbriety ſhall be ſaved, and © make an end of hec own? March, | by 
ſalvation with fear and — Contratiwiſe if any wives \ flumble at the worda 1 Tim, 2 ; 
F being diſobedierit,and * refuſe and rebel] ( whatſoever * ſhew they make of godlinefle, © Phijj aa! 
denying thepower thereof ) God will refuſe ro acknowledge them as * daughters of $a+ (1, Pex, 2:8. 
raþ,and will prove to their wo,that nc picmile ct ſalvaticn belongs to them if they refuſe t 3 (4, ,, .0 
to- obey as 8arah did And therefore God in his premiſe of * faving wives, coupleth« , Tir ; 
faith,and charity,and holinefle with (cbriety, which ſobriety implyerh buth their * lear» * Thalzos 
ning in ſilence with all ſubjcEion, and-their net » uſurping authority over the man. « yore x11 

OljcA.1. But may not a Wife ſpeak to inform her Husband whercin he erreih, and y verſe. 13. 
wher him on- in good duties wherein he is dull ard negligent ? Yeazit ber Husband be 
fuch a 'N abal, that by his folly he is drawing a miſchict on himlclf and his kouſholy, 
and is ſuch a ſon of Belal, that he may not be ſpoken unto + may not a wife in ſuch a 
caſe, without his CircRion or conſent, take and improve his goods and ſervants for pre- 
venting the milchef ? 

Sol. As at firſt God made Eve * a meet help for .- dam,ſo a man may peſlibly * finde * Gen. 2.18, 
(though rarely as Solomon intimaterh ) a ver:uous woman, with graces moxe p.ecious > Proy, 31.10, 
then pearls. And as no ſmall* honour is to be given of kusbands to weaker v.ficls fo © Per.z.7, 
richly fravghted, ſo husbands that have ſuch © prices put into rheic kanc's, th get or ime 4 Prove 17.16, 

rove wiſdome,are branded for fools,if they have no hearts ro uſe them For as © twoare © Eccl, 4.9. 
hou then one,ſo ſometimes ihe weaker veſicl may hold ftaunch,when the ſtronger muy * Prov.31,1 2, 
fail. And when we read that the vertuous woman will do ker husbaud poo and not 3 Prov, 31,26; 

evil all the days of her life z and ther one of her ver:ucs wheicin ſhe cxceilech orkers, is Lev. tg 7M 

the 8 Law of kindrefſe in he: tongue, whereby ſhe opencth ker mouth with wiidome 3 Jer. 5.20. 
and i} at rebuke and converſion of a finner fiom the errour ©. his way, are® ellcas oft Rom. 13.8, 
love, and as *due dt to be rencred to every one, much more to a liusband from his b 1 Sans, 
wife: what a * ſon of Bcltal were he that weuld 1.0t be ſpuken unto by iuch 2 ve. tous! t Tet 0 GL 
wife ? and eſpecially like ! Sarah ( who obeycd 4traham and called him Lord ) reve * vere 4, 
rence fiom a ® meek and quiet ſpirit ſha!l attend the Law of kindncfie in ker tongue 1 1 Rev go, 
not daring contemptuoufly to crow over her hutÞand like proud ® FeFabcl, or comtume ® Job 5.24, 
liouſly ro laſh him with the * ſcourge of the rongue like (corntull ? Aircbal, which God ? 2 Sahni 6.20, 
q forbids in all inferiours rowatds their ſupet jours. 432 Tims :, 

And for the honour and comfort of vertuous wives, we fande i: wiitten, how +445 in» wil 73 Gags 
formed her husband what was to be dove with'the ber ewoman and her fonneatu kiw tG:zi,g,no 
therein God commanded Abraham to * hearken to the voice of his wite in all tha: fiefyuly x11 2% 
had (aid, though tbe thing were very grievous in Abrahams ft: ght becauſc of h'5 .cunce | 
Likewiſe Rebckab eſpying her husbands e:rour,was a meer heip ro him, whereby he con-t* Gn. 2 7\$. 
ferred the bleſling on Facob, according to" G-ds prediction, though ſhe tailed in many® Guns. 2, 
circumſtances. - And {o the gracious Shunamxe is reviſt:ed nor only fer conſt: airing 
the Prophet to eat bread as he paſled by, - bur alſo for * Sirring up bec husband 16 make © 3 Reg, 4. &, | 
ſpeciall proviſion for the Prophers accommodation, whereby ſhe ob:ained the blfltiiy, oi & 6. 
a-ſonne, being before-childlefie. And Abigail a woman of grex underſtanding, how 15 S: 
ſhe (& forth and ſer up as a Crown to her fooliſh husband, in? cakiag and imp: viog, i 02M. 35 
his goods and (errams without his direQion or conſent. whereby ſhe laved kim and his 14, &s./ 

A-3. X tamuy?®, | 


IJ. 
I'3! 


/ 


} % 


ver:32,33. 
C.J I.10, 


and 12.4, 


1 Tim, 5.8, 


Adcs 5.5. 
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family from a miſchief whereof he was-inſenſible ? And how: eame the * bleſſing of 


David upon her and her advice which kept him that day faom ſhedding bloud ? And 
Nahals may be their names,and folly is with them,that give not due honour to ſuch yer» 
tuous wives,whole price is far above rubies,and who are Crowns to their husbands, 

Obje.2z. Bur may not a Maid, a Widow eſpecially, before Marriage, in diſcretion 
reſerve ſomerhing to be in her power and diſpofition after ſhe ſhall bea Wite, and that 
for good to her Husband,to help him at a need, or to help her former Children,or other 
Saints of Gad ? 

Sol. Concerning her former Children or other Saints,ſhe was to * provide for them 
while things were in * her own power : bur if being wife ſhe withhold her obedience ta 


1Sam.15,23, God and [ub;eRion to her husband under ſuch pretences, ſhe mult know that » obe- 


Ver. 23. 


I Sain.z.29, 
Mart. 10.37. 


Eze.14.4. 


dience is better then ſacrifice, and thar © rebellion is as the fin of witcheraft : and if ſhe 
wilfully perſiſt ro reje& the word of the Lord, God will reje@ her from being a daugh- 
terof Sarah. For what is this bur to kick at Gods Ordinance, as 4 Ely and his (ons 
kicked ar Gods (acrifices,and to * honour and love her Children and Saints above God, 
as Ely did his ſons ? And what is that, but to ſet up her Children and Saints as Idols in 


1 Sam.15.23 her heart?and her ſtubbornneſle in this kinde will be no lefle then 8 as iniquity and ido- 


.Tir-2.5. 


'Pial.7 3-27. 
; Prov.z.5,6, withdrawing her heart from him, and nor *rruſting in him with all her heart, nor ac. 


] 
ver. 6. 


latry. 

Secondly, Concerning her pretended diſcretion and goodneſle towards her husband, 
ſhe muſt learn that God hath coupled the ® diſcretion and goodneſſe of a wife unto ſub. 
jeRion to her husband : And therefore (o long as ſhie refuſeth (ubjeRion,ſhe can never 
approve her ſelf unto God to be a diſcreet or good wife. Nay whiles under colour of 
dilcrerion and goodnefle, ſhe withJrawes her tubjetion, and makes adivocce betwixr 
thoſe duties which God hach coupled rogerher 3 ſhe i goeth a whoring from God, in 


knowledging him in all her wayes, but leaning to her own underſtanding : And thus 


' Plal.7 3.2.7,” miſſing Gods ! direRion, ſhe goerth the high way ro ®deſtrution. This diſcretion 


lac.3.1s. 


ver. 14,16, 
I Per. 3.4. 


1 


! 
: Ia.5g.5. 


29.15, 
'C Ila.$.18, 


© therefore is not ® the wiſdome from above, but is earthly,ſenſuall and devilith 3 witneſfle 


the © bitter envying and ſtrife that appearerh in ſuch wives,whenthey are therein gaig + 
ſaid,inſtcad of rhar ? meck and quiet (pirit which ſhould be in them,and which is in the 
fight of Gal of great price. 

ObjeF.3. But what if after ſhe become a Wife, ſhe without her husbands knowledge 
or conſent put over (uch things as ſhe before reſerved in her own power to ſome other 
godly men in traſt,to be kept and diſpoſed by them as they ſhall ſee good ? 

Sol. This is to 4 hatch Cockatrice eggs and to weave the Spiders web, and * woe ro 
them thar ſeek deep ro hide their counlell from the Lord, and their works are in the 
dark. And is not this to 'draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and finne as with cart- 


2: Tim.2.26, 79Pcs ? For though theſe and ſuchdike Conveyances may be ſtrong as cartropes, to hold 


-I A2+J+-Zl, 
* Jer-17.5. 


*Mal.3.8, 


7 Iſa. 5.20. 


' ſuch as uſe them *captiveFin thedevils ſnare 3 yer they will prove bur cords of vanity, 


yea weaker then vanity ir ſclf, ro draw away the ® woes and * curſes that hang over the 
heads of ſuch, who are prudent in thzir own fight, and whoſe hearts depart from 
the Lord, and truſt in the arm of fleſh. And what is this better ther, a thieviſh con+ 
ſpiracy, to *rob God of the honour due to him and his Ordinance, and to ſteal a- 
way and detain from a husband, yea and that from a beleeving husband, that power 
- and right wherewith che Judge of quick and dead hath inveſted him, by the un- 


controulable records of the ſacred Scriptures formerly alledged ? Will any of the wiſe , 


children of rhis world receive and keep g 30ods feloniouſly raken, becaule in kindneſſe 
they are brought ro him in tru ? Where then was the wiſdome of that godly Truſtee, 
in diſcerning evil from good, nay in 7 putting evil for good,darkneſle for light,in enter- 

b raining 


ag Gs x... 
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taining ſuck truſt ? May not here the receiver be as bad, yea in ſome reſpeR * worſe then 2 Rom. 1, 3. 
the ſtealer ? | And are not they * curſed from the Lord, that offer that tro God and his » Mal. 1. 
Law,which they dare not offer ro their Prince ? 

Moreoyerin this conſpiracy there is not only ſacriledge againſt God, and robbery 
agzinſt a brother, bur alſo a fearful] degree of murder. For as the vertuous woman is 
a > Crown,and « gJory of her husband 3 and will nor only 4 apply her hands with dili- b Proy.12 4 
gence, but her wits with prudence to uphold her busbands cſtate and honour : ſo ſhe« z Cor. 11.7 
that maketh her husbard athamed, is as * rottenneſſe in his bones. Now judge in your d Prov.31, 1 
ſelves, Is it not a ſhame to a man of wiſedom, that kis wife ſhould manifeſt her ſelf ro 
be ſo fooliſh, that ſhe ſhould fear ro commir the power and government of herygoods to « Proy. 1 "we 
him,whom ſhe boldly took as the fitteſt of af others to have the f power of her body,and * x Cor.7.4. 
the 3 rule of the defires of her ſoul ? Is he worthy to govern the greater matters and not g Gen, 3.16, 
the lefler ? 'T his is a ſhame, witneſſe the ® Apoſtle Paul. And is nct this a ſhame to at z Cor.c. 2, 
belceving husband, that whereas a i friend fticketh cloſer then a brother 3 that a bro- & 
ther ſhould ſtick neerer to the heart of his wife to be truſted then himſelf who is ſuch a i Prov.r; 2. 
friend,that he muſt * love his wife even as Chriſt loved his Church and gave himſelf for « Eph. 5.25, 
it ? Wherefore if theſe courſes be as rottenneſſe in a husbands bones as Ged himſclf 
witneſſeth,then there muſt be a ceafing of ſuch cruelty, leaſt rhe marrow which is hereby 
conſumed in his bones,' cry unto God as the bloud of Abel? | Gen. 4.19, 

ObjeF. 4. But women are the weaker veſſels,3nd ſhould not the kindneſſe and patience 
of a good Husband,yeeld and bear with his Wives weakneſſes in reſerving ſome things, 
eſpecially rrifles in compariſon of the great things ſhe yeelded up to him ? 

Sol. I acknowledge that a good Husband mult (o love his Wife,that Fe be not ® bir- " Col.z 19, 
ter unto her, and ſo dwell with her ® according td knowledge;thar ir muſt be a © giory to ® 1 Pet.3 7. 
him to paſle over a tranſgreſſica ; yea his love muſt Þ cover a mu!ticude of her fins, and ® Pro 19.11, 
for peace ſake 4 bear all things, beleeve all things, hope all things, endure all things, as ? 1 Per. 4.8. 
far as the *girdle of truth can 'poſſibly ſtretch : So muſt he * follow the truth in 1 1 Cere1 3+; 
love, and *love the truth and peace, But as * love muſt be inthe truth, ſo muſt peace 3 * Eph.6. 
and love and peace muſt be both broken in the quarrell of truth 2nd fairh, for the | Rom. 12, 

* maintenance whercof we muſt carncſtly contend. And Chriſt the 7 Prince of peace, * F yi 

who for * this cauſe came into the world that he ſhould give witneſle to the truth, tells © £ 19% 
us plainly, that in the cauſe of truth * he came nor to-ſend peace but a ſwers. > Buy the * 2 ict v.l 
truth and ſell ir nor(not at any rate) ſaid the wiſelt among men,whocou!ld be{t till rhe * Iude 3, 
value of it. There muſt be no merchandize for truth, no torrent of «ft; Rion may carry 7 Lag. be 
uSon for the ſweet commoditics of love and peace to ſay] beyond the line of truth, vn- * 105. 18.37 
lefſe we will © make ſhipwrack of faith. Charity 4 rcjcyceth net jn iniquity but rcjoyccrh * Mate” 34 
in the truth:and a foul iniquity it were,if the love of Chriſt (* whois the way,zthe truth * Pro-23.23 
and the life,) ſhould not have the preheminence in all things, above the 8 love of cur © 1 Reg.4-3! 
ſelves, wives,or any creatures. 1 Tim.1.15 
jr mbepe I ſay more ? A gcod husband will not deſpiſe the cauſe of his mai.!ſer- 4 1 Cor. 13, 


. 
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vant whegflhe contendech with bim, mvch lcfle of his Wite, but muſt be ready ro ® lay © Toh 14» 
down hiFlife for his wife, much more for peace ſake ſubmit with her to be © judged be * Col.1.18. 
fore the Saintsz and honour her not on!y as the weaker veſſell, bur as a * cokcir with $ Luk+14.2 
himſelf of the grace of life,if ſhe will learn of $«rah, to be ſubjz& and obedient unto her Mat. 10 37. 
husband as S4rab was. Bur if her weakneſle be turned into wilfullneffe and rebellion a- * lob 31.13 
ainſt God,ſo that command the Lord what he will,in ſuch and ſuch things as plcaſe her * x Toh. 3.10 
e will not be ſubje& to her husband, but in the ſtourneſle of her heart preſume to * 1 Per. 3 7, 
preſcribe againſt God by her conditicns and reſervations : in ſuch a cafe as faichfull ver. 5,6. 
Moſes would not yeeld to Pharaoh in a ® hoof, though thei eby the lives oy " Exov.19, 
LLOALlancgsg 


ti : ( 6 ) 
\Gal.2. 5$,13,thouſanls ſezm to be hazardel , nor faichfull Paulco the falſe brethremn, no not for an 
\ 24, hour, that the truch of the Goſpel might continue, though Peters diſlembling there- 
in were openly reproved- ro his ſhame :;| ſo a faithful! huzband thould nor yeeld to his 
2 wife, no, not for an hour, nor in 3 hoof, though it put her ro as open a ſhame as * Mtz 
Nam. 12.14; rian was for muttering azainſt Moſes,that the bounds of GodsOcdinaace may continue 

; ſteitalt. 
| And concerning the pretended patience of a H1sband, know that God hath coupled 
2 Pet.1.6, pptience an| godlinefſe together 3 and therefore in ſuch rebellion againſt God,a gody 
Rev 2.2, husban4d in Chciitian 1 patience cannot bear with his wite, bur * ſer himſelf azainlt her, 
Pro.28.4 leaſt Chriſt ſpur him ou: of his month for lukewarmneſſe. And if under coloug of kind+ 
'Rev,z.16. neſl: he ſhould ſuffer fin upon her with (Izight rebukes, he ſhould * hate her in his heart, 
Ley.-19.17, and therein be no !:A: then a murderer. Did not * meck Moſes (o long for his wives ſake 
4 Toh.3.15. forbear the * circumciſing of his childe, thar'the Lord mer wich him and ſought to 
Exod. 4. 24, ki'l him, ha4 not his wife ſuddenly put it in execution, thouzh ſhe caſt the foreskin 
: Sam. 3.13, men: of Go heavy upon old Ely and his houſe for ever, becruſe his ſons made 
f5en-3.16. themſelves 'vile and he reſtrained them not ? An4 as it! multiplied Eves ſorrows, 
'rerſe 6, becauſe her familiarity and voice * occaſioned hex husbind to yield to ſecond her 
| in eatinz th2 forbidden fruic ( being commended and given to him by her who 
Prov. 5.19, was his * loving, kinde an4 pleaſant Roe, with whoſe love he was raviſh:d ) (o it 
Jen 3-17» azgravated Adams » ſorrows all thedaies of his life, becauſe he ſo hearkeacd to the 
voice of his Wite, croſfing Gods Commaniment. Therefore as Chriſt knowing the 


: Cor,5.11, < ter:our of the Lord inthe way of his julgements, ſaith, 4 Remember Lots wife : So ſay - 


Luke 17.32. o ail married perſons, Remember Adam and Eve. 
\Ct.5. 1,8c. Obj. Bur what if the husba:1d knew betore marriage ſuch, purpoſes and reſervations 
+ Cor. 5. 19, of his future wife, and conſented to them and promiled to ratifie them ? 
209, Fol. If husband and wite before marriage ſhould ſo compa and conſent togerher, I 
Fan-4-14. (ay it were a fearfu!l ſtep rowards that downfall finne of r Ananias and Sapphirz: And 
Micah 6.8. faith not the Lord, * He that covereth his fins ſhall not proſper, bur wholo confeſſerh 
12.55-7. and focſakech them ſhall have mercy ? We therefore being Ambaflidors for Chriſt, to 
Mal.15.4 whom he hath committed the word of reconciliation, belecch ſuch in Chriſts ſtzad, Be 
om. +23. reconciled to Gd, and * Break of your fins by righteouſneſs, and humble your ſelves 
licah.6.16. to walk with-GoJ1, keeping your (elves within the bounds of Gods Ordinance, and ſo 
Sam.25.22,< return unto the Lord and he will have mercy upon yon, and to our Gad, for he will 
34,3 5- abundantly pardon. For thouzh mens oathes and promiſes rending to their own hure 
'[eb.11.4. are not to be changed, yer none are to bt kept that tend ta the © diſhonour of Gad and 
udg. 12.13. breach cf his Law, no more then the* ſtatutes of Omrt, or the raſh 2 oath of David, who 
-0dg. 11, 27. bleſſed Gad for *:nding Abigail to meet him, and to keep him'from performing ſuch an 
;1d2. 11. 39, unadviſed, bloody oath. 
[2r(e 34+ Who would have thought that ever Fephtab { * regiſtred in the catalogue of the faith- 
dark 6. 20, full ) who I” his life in his hands to avenge the © wrongs of Tſracl upon the children 
w?TIex, of Ammon, thou!d ſo 4 unnaturally wrong his own daughter and *® only childe, when 
xſerg. the forethough: of it made him to rent his clothes and cry alas? Or that King Herod, 
zatth.1t.g. whot feared Fobu Baptiſt, knowing rhar he was a juſt man and holy, and 3 ſaved. .him 
ark 6.26. ( againſt che*bloudy purpoſe of Herodias) and when he h:ard him he did many things, 
tin 8.44. and heard him gladly, that ever he would become, bloudy butcher ro behead fo reve- 
udg.5.35, rend a Prophet, :yea* more thena Prophet, though he were * exceeding ſorry ro hear 
; 39-and thinx of it * Had yer thedevil,that ! murderer from the beginninz, brought theſe 
1ar.6.22,26 things to paſs under prerence of a * yow, and a ® promiſe bound by an oath ? Now 


* happened 


y 
, 


25,36, at his feer an ſaid,Surely x blouly husband thou art to me ? And was not the * judge- 


(7) 
» happened not theſe things to theſh for enſamples ? and they are wiitterto admoniſh * 1 Cor. 
us, that under fair pretences we ? lean nor re our ewn wiſdom, leaſt 4 Satan who tranſ- ? Prov. 3. 
formeth himſelf into an Angel of light (though he * hath the power ofdeath) tick the 17 Cor.z2 
Sſting of death in mens ſouls,ſo that they cannot * ceaſe to fin,but * wax worſe & worſe, * Heb. 2,1, 
deceiving and being deceived, whiles Satan gers advantage of us by his deviſes. \ 1 Cor.15 

Ak ye how ? I praythe Lord, even the * Lord who hath choſen Feruſelem, to re- * 2 Per. 2.1 
buke Satan that 7 accuſer of the brethren,thar accuſerh us befere our Ged day and night; * 2 Tim. z 

Tt he m_ the * puniſhment of the busband to be as the puniſhment of the wife * 2 Cor. z 
that ſeeks his conſent 3 and leaſt in* that very thing wherein they bave dealt proudly, * Zac 3-2, 
not Þ acknowledging God intheir waies, God be above them both in the way of his ? Rev.12.1 
judgements : And then to their ſhame (© which is the pay-maſter of pride) they may * Eze. 14.1 
s know whoſe words ſhall ſtand, Gods or theirs ;- and what © an evil and bitter thing it * Exod. 18 
3s for wives to ſer up their * Idols in their hearts, and for husbands by yielding to them ®* Prov. 3.6 

ro 8 makethem naked to their ſhame, as Aaron made the people of Tſrgel naked unto © Pro.11.2- 

their ſhame among their enemies, the iflue whereof was as wofull as ſhamefull. For 16, 

whiles they madeit their May-game and Play to ſacrifice ro their molten Calf, not only © Jer. 44.38 

was it ſtamped te pewder, and the people made ro drink of it, and three thouſand of * Jer. 2.19. 

them lain for ir, but both they and Aaron (who i brought (o great a fin upon them) bad ' Eze.14. 

been * deſtroyed by God, had not Moſes his choſen prayed for them,and ſtood before him * Exod. 32. 

in the breach co turn away his wrath, leaſt he ſhould deſtroy them. And when God verle 6. 

ſeeks for ſuch a man to Rand in the gap before him, ſhould he finde none ? b Exod. 3 2. 

* iExod. 32.4 

Deur.9.19,20, *Eze. 22.30, Plal.106,23, Exod-33-. 


As this Authour aged now 83 years confeſſerh that his heart burned within him, till 
for reſolution of the Queſtion he had ſer up this poor Candle on a Candleſtick, ſo he 


raieth and hopeth tbar the ! ſpirir of judgement, and the ſpirit of burning will make boars 
ome Learned and Judicious hearts ( among the many ® burning Lamps, ſhining in , aw. 4 Fe 


and about London) to ® burn within them alſo, till their light ſhine forth for clear reſo- 
lution of theſe two Queſtions enſuing. 


1. Whether Merchants ® make not merchandiſe of the ſouls of men, when they ſend ® 2 Per. 2.3. 
their FaRors and Servants into Spain,Turkey, and ſuch Idolatrous and Mahumetan pla= Rev. 8,1, 
ces, there to abide many years tree from the ? Work of the Miniſtry, as Paul ſaith, r Eph.4.11, 
2 where menare the ſervants of ſinne they are free from rightcouſneſs ? 4 Rom. $:2c 


2. Whether Indian Merchants ( and ſuch Maſters as will binde their Apprentices 
from Marriage till they come to about 26 years. of age) and many others of ſeveral 
Ranks, give not great advantage to * Saran to tempt ſouls to Incontinency, and attradt y 1 Cor. 7.5, 
ro their own ſouls the guilt of many Adulteries and Whoredoms, when fer filthy * x Cor. 7.1 
lucre,husbands are ſequeſtred from wives (eſpecially young Marriners frem their new 
married wives) and others ſo reſtrained from Marriage, though they burn, as though 1 Per. 3+7- 
the Scriptures quoted in the * margent were cither not given by Inſpiraticn of God, or Eph 5-31. 
may not binde the conſciences of men. Pro. 27.8, 
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